FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New Strategy and National Campaign to Cut Disastrous Annual Injury Toll:

13,600 deaths, 60,000 permanent disabilities, 3 million hospital visits 
Wednesday, October 7, 2009 – is National Safe Communities Day. To commemorate the day, a new national and local campaign is being launched in Halifax NS that will challenge Canadians to Be Visible in their day-to-day activities to promote the health and well-being of their co-workers, friends, neighbours and families. One key element of the new strategy is a program Be Visible – Be Certified. 
This collaborative strategy will challenge Canadians to mobilize to fully address the devastating toll of personal injury on people of all ages from all walks of life, as well as the burden of preventable suffering inflicted on our economy and quality of life as a nation by:

· heightening the awareness of the devastating impact of personal injury in Canada, 

· introduce new injury reduction strategies and 

· significantly increase the number of Canadians, particularly young people, to become certified in first aid and CPR training. 
Personal injury in Canada is one of the most serious public health issues facing our country. The most recent report on the Economic Burden of Injury by SmartRisk shows that over 13,600 people died as a result of an injury, over 211,000 were hospitalized and the total cost of injury in Canada was close to $20 billion in 2004. The launch of Be Visible is a response for Canadians from all walks of life to address this serious problem.

“To put personal injury into context, every 10 seconds in Canada, someone enters a hospital as a result of an injury” Paul Kells, President of Safe Communities Canada said. “An hour and 340 people later, 22 will be admitted, 1 person will die, 7 will carry a disability for the rest of their livew and of those 7, an hour later, 1 will be diagnosed as totally disabled. What really matters is that we can stop most of this.”

“Today, I am honoured to be joined by my colleagues, Ms Pamela Fuselli, Executive Director of Safe Kids Canada, Mr. Bob Baker, President and CEO of SmartRisk, Ms Rebecca Nesdale-Tucker, Executive Director of ThinkFirst Canada and Mr. Conrad Sauvé, Secretary General and CEO of Canadian Red Cross to formally launch Be Visible here in Halifax.” Kells said. “Through this new national collaborative effort, we commit to be at the forefront across the country, and through our own respective networks, to make fundamental change and we ask all Canadians to join us in our effort to reduce personal injury.” 

One of the most significant ways to reduce injury, while at the same time contributing the well-being of communities, is to become certified in first aid and CPR. Training can reduce the chance of injury by 40%. Overall, injuries on streets, playgrounds, arenas and in homes - everywhere - are 8 to 11 times greater in number than injuries at work across Canada. The impact of today’s announcement will reduce health care costs and hospital admissions, reduce pain, suffering and death and improve national productivity for time lost at work because of off the job injuries, which cost the country far more than on the job injury.

“Canadian Red Cross is very proud to partner with Canada’s leading injury prevention organizations to reduce the overall rate of injury and make a long-term, significant impact on the of communities across the country, and most importantly, the lives of individual Canadians” Conrad Sauvé, Secretary General  and CEO of Canadian Red Cross said. “We have been in this business now for 100 years training close to five hundred thousand Canadians annually in first aid and CPR. Without question, Be Visible and the Be Visible – Be Certified initiative is one of the most exciting projects that Canadian Red Cross has been associated with in recent memory. We look forward to growing and promoting this important social program throughout our network to hopefully reach every community in Canada.”

“The drive to significantly increase the number of Canadians certified in first aid and CPR is being led for the most part by young people across the country’ Kells said. “Sir John A. Macdonald High School in Halifax is home to Canada’s first Be Visible Be Certified Student First Aid Response Team and will be followed in Bay of Quinte Safe Communities Ontario where the program will be introduced in 10 high schools, Cranbrook Safe Communities in British Columbia is training over 50 students at Mount Baker Secondary School, who will then promote training to each class in the school and in Prince Albert Saskatchewan the local safe community will be training employees, their families and students over the course of the year. In Thompson Manitoba, they plan to train every graduating student from R.D. Parker Collegiate by the end of the school year. Canada’s young people are at the forefront of a huge cultural change that will make a difference in thousands of neighbourhoods, schools, workplace and homes for years to come.”

“Young workers are more likely to be injured on the job.  This program will help young workers become part of the safety solution” says Lyn Knell, Coordinator of Bay of Quinte Safe Communities.  “Making our schools safer by having more students first aid certified is another benefit.”  “We would like to see a first aid response team in each of our local high schools.  With teams consisting of 5 student members, our goal is to provide training in these life saving skills to a minimum of 50 students.”  Knell goes on to say.  Funding for this project will be through donations from the community. 

In communities right across the country, various events are being held on Safe Communities Day to increase awareness of community safety and injury reduction initiatives.  Bay of Quinte Safe Communities second initiative is geared to the general public.  In partnership with many other local safety related organizations including the Hastings & PE Health Unit, the Red Cross and local police & fire agencies, Bay of Quinte Safe Communities is launching a new website. “www.saferquinte.ca is a portal for safety information from all our partners.”  Knell says.  “For the launch, we will be asking the public to post their safety concerns online.”  This list will then be visible to all and directed to the appropriate safety agency for reference.  “Whether it has to do with fire safety, workplace safety, crime, health, senior or child related, we want to hear about it.”  The goal is to give the public a voice with regards to safety and to help local agencies identify the needs of the community.

“It does not take much from any of us to make a huge difference in the lives of our parents, our kids or our friends and neighbours, and Canadians should think about this.” Kells says.

Also this week, on Thursday, October 8, from 10am-noon, Safety Timmy will be at the Market Square in Belleville with Sparky the Fire Safety Dog and his fire-fighter friends as part of Fire Prevention Week.  Safety Timmy is an interactive robotic boy who brings safety to life when he talks to children.

Bay of Quinte Safe Communities is part of Safe Communities Canada and is a charitable organization dedicated to helping the Quinte region become the safest community to live, learn, work and play. There are 44 active Safe Communities across Canada in 7 provinces and 1 territory representing close to 25% of the Canadian population. 

To learn more about these and other local safety initiatives, please visit  www.saferquinte.ca 
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